GATEWAY   TO   GREATNESS
family suffered and on three occasions the fortress of Azpilcueuta was
demolished. The Xavier family lands were ravaged, and when
Francis eventually went to Paris, while not poor, he was by no
means wealthy ; Ignatius was middle-aged when he arrived at the
university in 1528, " limping, unkempt, so poor that he had to beg
his keep and sweep corridors for an extra coin or two ".
Xavier was a man of common sense. He was also a diplomat
and, by modern standards, he wrould also have been described as
an opportunist and a superb propagandist. The cost of his Aposto-
late in India was borne by the King of Portugal, but he was shrewd
enough to realise that results would only be obtained provided he
received the backing of Rome. He was accordingly made Papal
Nuncio and it was in this capacity that he stepped ashore at Goa.
He was seen to be barefooted and wearing rags when he landed.
Leading churchmen and officials greeted him on arrival but,
instead of being driven to the Bishop's palace, he elected to walk
barefooted to a small building which was being used as a hospital.
He beckoned to the waiting crowd and called upon it to follow
him and, turning his eyes towards Heaven, he walked in prayer
towards the hospital and on arrival bathed the sores of waiting
lepers. The effect which he created during his stay in Goa accom-
panied him throughout his missions in Asia. Some said they
thought they saw a halo about his head. By others he was called
the " Heavenly Pilgrim "... Portuguese traders and government
officials probably doubted the propriety of the appearance of a
white man in rags in the east ! But he continued to go about his
journeys dressed in the coarsest of clothes. He lived with extreme
simplicity, tending the sick, succouring the needy, praying with
prisoners in the burning heat of mid-day, scorning wealth and soft
living and re-enacting the life of Christ. He preached in woods,
on the beaches and by the wayside, accomplishing more in one
year than his predecessors, seculars and members of the mendicant
orders and others had in a generation. He had an extraordinary
personality. He was mystic, saint, diplomat and a man with a
knowledge of affairs, and he was also a rigid disciplinarian. Goa
at that time " was undisciplined and rough. Neither the civil nor
the ecclesiastical authority was well established. Murder was
frequent and went unpunished. The soldiers in the forts along the
coast lived as if the Church did not exist, many with a harem, and
none troubling to obtain the Church's blessing on a union. But they
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